jjj                               INTRODUCTION

The Peace of Brest-Litovsk preserved Bolshevism. Its
conclusion provided Lenin with the essential '^breathing-
space " for consolidating the Kussian Revolution against
the attempts to overthrow it from within. At the same time,
the treaty marks the beginning of that infiltration of active
Communism into Germany which materially contributed to
her collapse some nine months later. For, with the opening
of the negotiations, there emerged that new and potent
factor in world diplomacy, Bolshevik propaganda ; propa-
ganda carried on by the party which formed the Govern-
ment of the Soviet State, but of whose activities that
Government professed official ignorance. " The Party does
not sign the treaty/5 said Lenin, " and for the Party the
Government is not responsible." It was upon this policy of
" parallel diplomacy ", first used at Brest, that the activities
of the Third International were based after its organization
in 1919.

Such were the more immediate results of Brest-Litovsk,
but its influence is still discernible in the political life and
ideological trends of both Russia and Germany to-day. The
psychology of Brest-Litovsk is still strong in both countries,
though with strangely different manifestations, and is
responsible both for the genesis of the Nazi ambitions for
hegemony over Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, and, in
some degree possibly, for the actions of those leading
members of the Old Bolshevik Party which have recently
ended in their own destruction.

Though it is almost impossible to extract any clear and
undisputed facts from the mystery which surrounds the
Moscow treason trials of 1936 and 1937, it does seem pos-
sible to detect in the mental processes and in the activi-
ties of the accused, particularly Radek, Sokolnikov, and
Pyatakov, a tendency to return to the tactics of what may
be called " primitive Leninism " and to the psychology of
the Brest-Litovsk period. The Old Bolsheviks, believing
that the principles of Lenin and the ideals of the NovembS